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JRNA NEWS 
Junction Ridge Neighborhood Association, Inc. 

     Vol 19, No. 8                                                                                                      December, 2020 

                           Contact Us                                               
 
Website: www.jrna-madison.org 
E-mail: JRNAssoc@gmail.com 
Address: PO Box 45433, Madison, WI  53744  
 

See The Brightest Star this Monday      
 
 
If you want to see the brightest “star” in 800 
years, this Monday, December 21, is the date. 
Jupiter and Saturn will pass so closely together 
that they’ll look like a giant star. This will be the 
closest these planets have come since Galileo 
saw them in 1623. The “star” is so bright it can be 
seen with the naked eye. Astronomers call this 
phenomenon the Great Conjunction.   
 
 Look west, just above the horizon. at sunset. 
The brighter “star” is Jupiter; the dimmer one, 
Saturn. Here’s hoping for no clouds!    
                                     
                                      
                           Remember, if you miss it,  
                           your next  chance to see the  
                           Great Conjunction is 2080! 

  
 

Contents 
 
Community News                                      pp1-2   
Energy conservation                                    p   3   
City/County News                                     pp 4-5     
Association Contacts and Minutes              p   6   
Business Directory                                      p   7   
Reading Challenge  BINGO                        p   8   
 

 
Watch Out for Each Other 
 
There has been at least one burglary and 
several attempted burglaries in our 
neighborhood in the past month. Police say 
most of the burglaries in this area are carried 
out by groups of teenagers. It is difficult to catch 
them and more difficult to recover stolen items.  
 
Police recommend: 
Make your house look occupied-leave some 
lights on. 
 
Keep all your doors locked. 
 
Keep your car locked, even when in the garage. 
 
Take your keys and garage door remote with 
you, and don’t store them near the garage door. 
 
Report situations to the police. 
 
Watch out for each other: Let neighbors know if 
their garage door is open or if you see 
suspicious activity. 
 
 If you have thoughts about safety in our 

neighborhood, respond to this newsletter or  
email jmondrejka@gmail.com  

Include Businesses in Your Holiday Plans 
 
As you prepare for the holidays, don’t forget to 
support our neighborhood restaurants and other 
businesses.  
 
The owners and employees of local businesses 
are part of the JR family. Even if you can’t dine 
out or shop in person right now, you can buy gift 
certificates for yourself, family and friends.  
 
Imagine how much you’d enjoy pampering 
yourself at Float or Diamond Nail Spa, then 
heading to dinner at Benvenuto’s or Outback. Or 
for a quiet evening at home, get wine at Steve’s 
and snacks at Pick’n’Save.  
 
Check out the directory on page 7. These 
businesses have supported JRNA through the 
years. There is no better time for us to show our 
appreciation for their support. 

  
 
 

 

http://www.jrna-madison.org/
mailto:JRNAssoc@gmail.com
mailto:jmondrejka@gmail.com
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  Adventures in Reading: 
                                   
LFL Adds Games and Gifts 
 

 
The Holiday season is upon us! As you make 
plans for the holidays, don’t forget to include 
time to read.  
 
Visit the library during December to find candy 
canes and grab a sheet of JRNA Reading 
Bingo! You can also use the Bingo! sheet 
included with this newsletter. Designed for kids 
and adults alike, the Bingo! challenge is sure 
to add cheer to your holidays. Follow the 
instructions on the sheet to receive a holiday 
gift right at your doorstep!  
 
Our library now has its very own email 
address. Send us an email at 
junctionridge.lfl@gmail.com with ideas, 
feedback, and to share your adventures in 
reading! 
 
Thank you for your contributions towards 
making our Junction Ridge Little Free Library a 
reality this year. I hope that everyone who 
visited the library found something of interest.  
 
Happy Holidays! 
-Mukta, your LFL steward 
 
 

      
 

You're Invited to Madison School and 
Community Rec's Virtual Pottery Sale!  
 
Due to the pandemic, we have moved the entire 
sale online. Sale runs from 8am on Thursday, 
December 17 until 9pm on Sunday, December 
20. Pick up your purchases on Tuesday, 
December 22 at MSCR Hoyt. View over 
hundreds of unique pieces of pottery created by 
MSCR instructors, participants and local artists. 
Find the perfect gift this season and support the 
arts from the comfort of your home! Please visit 
mscrvirtualpotterysale.squarespace.com for 
more information. 

        

 

 

mailto:junctionridge.lfl@gmail.com
http://mscrvirtualpotterysale.squarespace.com/
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Ice Dams can be Costly 
            From:  Madison Gas and Electric  

 
A few inches of snow, freezing temperatures and 
warm air leaking into your attic are a perfect 
combination for ice dams. What's an ice dam, and 
why should you be concerned if you have icicles 
hanging from your gutters? 
 
Ice dams form when heat in the attic melts the 
snow on the roof and water runs down to the 
overhang and refreezes. The ice starts to build up, 
holding water which can then flow back up the roof 
under the shingles. This often results in serious 
water damage to the ceiling and walls inside the 
home. Often, the damage can't be seen until it's 
too late, and repairs can be expensive. 
 
Warm air leaking into your cold attic through attic 
bypasses (the small holes and paths by which 
heated air flows into the attic) is usually the culprit. 
Some sources include electrical boxes, exhaust  

  
fans, lighting fixtures including recessed lights and 
wiring penetrations and attic hatches/entrances.           
                                           
 These warm air bypasses have to be fixed first to 

eliminate the problem. A lack of ventilation and/or 
not enough insulation can add to the trouble. 

 
If you think you have a problem, your best bet is to 
have a home energy audit performed. An energy 
professional can do a blower door test to find the 
leaks and seal them. He also can tell you if you 
need more attic insulation or ventilation. 
Remember, this problem is not going to just go 
away. It will continue to happen year after year 
when conditions are right. 

 
Contact Focus on Energy Home Performance 
with ENERGY STAR® program at 1-800-762-
7077 or visit focusonergy.com to request an 
energy audit. (Focus on Energy also has a 
separate program for the income-qualified.) 
 

                                             

                            

http://www.focusonenergy.com/residential/efficient-homes/home-performance-energy-star/
http://www.focusonenergy.com/residential/efficient-homes/home-performance-energy-star/
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COVID Cases Fall in Dane County: 
   Emergency Order #11 In Effect 

The new order allows indoor gatherings of up to 
10 people, with physical distancing and masks. 
The order is in effect until January 13. 

 “The number of people being diagnosed with 
COVID-19 in the recent weeks has fallen 
significantly, and for that we are thankful, but 
our burden of illness is still very high and 
hospitalizations are high. We ask that everyone 
continue to limit gathering with others for the 
health and safety of the community,” said Janel 
Heinrich, Director of Public Health Madison & 
Dane County. 

A summary of provisions in Order #11 include: 

 Allows indoor gatherings of up to 10 people 
with physical distancing and face coverings 

 

 Allows outdoor gatherings of up to 25 people 
with physical distancing. 

 

 Businesses continue to be limited to 50% of 
approved building capacity and must have 
written cleaning and hygiene policies. 

 

 At restaurants, indoor dine-in capacity is still 
limited to 25% of approved seating capacity 
levels, with physical distancing between 
parties. Individual tables must all be from the 
same household or living unit. 

 
 There is no Indoor seating at taverns. 

Customers may enter taverns only to order, 
pick-up, and pay for food or beverage. 

See the full order for all details or see this blog 
post summary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Jason “Smitty” Smith, AVP 
   Residential Loan Officer  |  Residential Lending 

   Office: 608-259-3774  |  Cell: 608-576-7067 

 

 

   8040 Excelsior Dr.  |  Madison, WI 53717  

   Jason.Smith@AssociatedBank.com 

   NMLS ID: 762823 

   Apply Online:  

    https://www.associatedbank.com/jsmith 

 
   https://www.associatedbank.com/jsmith 
 

    
 

 
 

              
At Benvenuto’s, 

It’s Like Happy Hour   All Day, Every Day! 
7 days a week in the bar from 3-6 pm 

$1 off all drinks 
23oz Domestic Tap Beers $3.50    

House Wine $5.00     
½ Price Appetizers up to $5 off  

 
 

Benvenuto’s Middleton 
1109 Fourier Dr. 

Adjacent to the Holiday Inn Madison West 
(608) 826-0555 

 

             

 
At Benvenuto’s, 

It’s Like Happy Hour   All 
Day, Every Day! 

7 days a week in the bar 
from 3-6 pm 

$1 off all drinks 
23oz Domestic Tap Beers 

$3.50    
House Wine $5.00     

½ Price Appetizers up to 
$5 off  

 
 

Benvenuto’s Middleton 
1109 Fourier Dr. 

Adjacent to the Holiday Inn 
Madison West 
(608) 826-0555 

 

 

              
At Benvenuto’s, 

It’s Like Happy Hour   All Day, Every Day! 
7 days a week in the bar from 3-6 pm 

$1 off all drinks 
23oz Domestic Tap Beers $3.50    

House Wine $5.00     
½ Price Appetizers up to $5 off  

 

 
Benvenuto’s Middleton 

1109 Fourier Dr. 
Adjacent to the Holiday Inn Madison West 

(608) 826-0555 

 

https://publichealthmdc.com/documents/2020-12-15_Order_11.pdf
https://publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus/forward-dane/requirements#toolkit
https://publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus/forward-dane/current-order
https://www.publichealthmdc.com/blog/whats-allowed-in-emergency-order-11
https://www.publichealthmdc.com/blog/whats-allowed-in-emergency-order-11
mailto:Jason.Smith@AssociatedBank.com
https://www.associatedbank.com/jsmith
https://www.associatedbank.com/jsmith
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Many Madison Parks Offer Winter Activities 
 
The Parks Division has released a list of all the 
activities going on at various parks, including hiking, 
ice skating, sledding, and snowshoeing. You can 
rent equipment at many of the parks. Junction 
Ridge Park is not among the winter sites, but Elver 
Park and Owen Conservancy are two nearby parks 
with many available activities. For detailed 
information, go to 
https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/winter-
recreation-in-madison-parks 
 
  
Madison Receives Grant for Guaranteed Income  

Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway is part of Mayors 
for a Guaranteed Income , a coalition of mayors 
focused on ending poverty by advocating for 
guaranteed income policies. 

A guaranteed income is a monthly, cash 
payment given directly to individuals with no 
strings attached. A guaranteed income is meant 
to supplement, rather than replace, the social 
safety net and can be a tool for racial and 
gender equity. 

Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey made a $15 million 
contribution to support the launch of 
guaranteed income pilot programs across the 
country. Madison will receive $500,000 grant to 
design a pilot program, and we hope to build on 
that amount with other charitable contributions. 

This concept has been steadily gaining traction. 
After Congress approved sending $1,200 
checks to qualifying Americans through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, the idea is gaining a broader 
base of supporters that believe that direct cash 
aid payments the best way to help struggling 
families, especially those who many not qualify 
for traditional unemployment benefits. 

For more information on Mayors for a 
Guaranteed Income, please visit their website: 
MGI – Home: https://www.mayorsforagi.org/  

Madison Offers Free Financial Hotline 

Madison residents who are having financial 
concerns due to the COVID-19 pandemic can 
now call a free hotline to talk to someone to help 
them through their issues.  

“Financial Navigators” are available by phone at 
no cost to provide guidance to help residents 
access programs and services to manage 
income loss and other financial concerns. The 
calls are meant to help address any personal 
financial issues, illustrate immediate steps to be 
taken and then make referrals for other resources 
to help. 

Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway was grateful to the 
city for being able to provide this service to the 
public, noting the increased financial strain on 
many households during the pandemic.  “I hope it 
will help connect people get connected to the 
resources they need,” she said.  

Residents can access the hotline online and fill 
out a short interest form. They can also call 608-
315-5151 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday to sign up. A financial navigator will then 
call the person back within 48 hours, Monday 
through Friday, of the sign-up. Each session will 
last about 30 minutes, but residents are allowed 
to sign up for as many sessions as they want. 
They may not however, be matched with the 
same navigator each time. For more information, 
go to https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/city-
of-madison-launches-financial-resources-hotline 

 
 
 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/winter-recreation-in-madison-parks
https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/winter-recreation-in-madison-parks
https://www.mayorsforagi.org/
https://www.mayorsforagi.org/
https://www.mayorsforagi.org/
https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/city-of-madison-launches-financial-resources-hotline
https://cfefund.org/project/financial-navigators/
https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/city-of-madison-launches-financial-resources-hotline
https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/city-of-madison-launches-financial-resources-hotline
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Your Board at Work: JRNA 

board meeting minutes 

Nov 10, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 

7:05p by President, Jennifer 

Ondrejka, via Zoom. Board 

members in attendance: Lori 

Scarlett, Lynn Wiskowski, Mary 

Belle Heindel, Steve Biedermann.  

Absent: Marty Keller.  

 

Previous minutes from Sept, 2020 

were approved. 

Financial report: Lynn updated us 

for the year-to-date.  We had 

deposits of $1781 (dues, including 

MG&E, Little Library bake sale)  

and expenses of $1565 (printing 

& supplies, postage, Halloween 

treat bags, PO box, and other 

event costs). 

                                                        

We now have a PayPal account, 

which has a surcharge for every 

transaction.  Discussed whether to 

charge a “convenience fee” of 50 

cents. Discussion was tabled for 

now. Approved Treasurer’s report.  

 

President’s Report 

Jennifer contacted Mary Ann 

Drescher about changing the 

boundaries on the Nextdoor app 

and moving the Tuscany 

Apartments out of the Prairie Point 

neighborhood and into Junction 

Ridge.  Jennifer is waiting on a 

reply. 

 

Old Business 

Halloween project - went well!  

Thanks to Lori and Lynn for 

coming up with the idea, to 

Jennifer for ordering all the stuff, 

to her husband Tom for helping fill 

the bags, and to the board for 

delivering the bags. 151 bags 

were distributed: 134 to JRNA 

members, 10 for new residents, 

and 7 for new residents of Prairie 

Point (who are encouraged to join 

JRNA). 

 

Membership - the email list has 

been updated, but there are still 5 

people who haven’t updated their 

email addresses. 

 

About half of the Junction Ridge 

Neighborhood Nextdoor members 

live in apartments.  Discussion 

about encouraging  them to join 

JRNA. 

New Business 

Holiday celebration: Still unable to 

hold anything in person, so no 

Christmas party this year 

Discussed delivering something to 

all the members. 

 

Welcome bags for new neighbors: 

The Halloween pens and 

flashlights were well-received.   

Would be nice to have a “welcome 

to the neighborhood” bag to 

distribute as new families move 

into Junction Ridge 

 

Parks project: Looking to improve 

the area around the Free Little 

Library, with a patio, bench, flower 

garden, etc. We will need a group 

of neighbors interested in working 

on the project. 

 

Jennifer is looking into City grants.  

Neighborhood Enhancement 

grants have been available in the 

past, with awards up to $10,000.  

These grants have funded park 

improvements, gardens, and 

programs. Announcements as to 

what grants will be available will 

come out mid-Dec. 

 

Logo for the neighborhood? 

Lori has a graphic designer who 

charges $100 for the design. 

Jennifer suggested having a logo-

design contest. We need to 

discuss what would exemplify 

Junction Ridge. 

 

Next meeting set for Jan. 12 at 

7:30p. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30p. 

 

 

 

 JRNA Board 
 

Jennifer Ondrejka        President 
Lynn Wiskowski   Vice-President 
Lori Scarlet                   Secretary 
Steve Biedermann 
Mary Belle Heindel 
Marty Keller 
 

JRNA Block Captains 
 
Augusta, Castle Pines, Oakmont:    
                            Kathie Newman 
Blackwolf:                     Sue Jahn 
Elderberry:       Need new captain 
Hawks Ridge:      Robyn Rannow 
Condos at Junction Ridge: 
                      Sonja Keesey-Berg 
Prairie Point:            Betty Ptacek 
Samuel:              Jane Wendricks 
Businesses and apartments:  
                       Steve Biedermann 

 
Block Captains are ambassadors 
to neighbors in their area. They 
hand-deliver JRNA newsletters 
and flyers  
two-three times/year. 
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Business Member Directory 
           Support our Business Members.  They Support our Neighborhood! 

Food & Beverage                           Health & Well Being 

RP Adler’s Pub & Grill                       randy@rpalders.com                                                       
8202 Watts Rd                                                                      
608-828-1250                                                

Anunson Chiropractic 
8215 Plaza Drive, Suite B                          
608-829-2250                                        www.GetBackFast.com                                                                                 

Benvenuto’s Middleton Adjacent to  Holiday Inn Madison West                                   
1109 Fourier Dr                  Gregorio De La Torre, General Manager 
608-826-0555 

Dentistry West                                          Marmar Miar, DDS 
515 Junction Road Suite 2000              www.dentistrywest.com           
608-829-0101                                                                         

Gloria’s Mexican Restaurant 
610  Junction Rd                                                    608-206-9222                                                
 

Diamond Nails & Spa           www.diamondnailsmadison.com                                                               
915 Junction Rd Suite E           608-833-4787                             
 

Mr. Brews Tap House                               Jaye Clemmons-owner 
610 Junction Road                            jayec@mrbrewstaphouse.com        
   

1st Choice Dental                                     Dr Robert Bradley 
130 Junction Rd                             www.firstchoicedental.com 

608-833-1100                                                                                                                     

Outback Steakhouse                                Stephen Higbee – Mgr 
279 Junction Road                             stephenhigbee@outbook.com                 
608-829-0505                    Order Take-Away at  www.outback.com                         

                                           

Float Factor                                 Maria Welch & Owen Gwynne 
326 Junction Road                       maria@thefloatfactor.com                                                   
608-279-1009                                     

Pick N Save                                             Terry Rock, Manager                       
261 Junction Road  

Solar Energy Tan                           evan@solarenergytan.com                     
482 Commerce Dr                                                  833-8380                                                 
 

 Steve’s Liquor & Spirits                  Karen Eigenberger, Manager 
122 Junction Rd                                608-829-2020       

Residential and Real Estate 

Yola’s Café & Coffee Shop                                     
494 Commerce Drive                                         lratze@charter.net               
608-827-5800                                                 www.yolascafe.com                                                                                                               

Attic Angel Place                                   www.atticangel.org 
640 Junction Road                    
608-662-8900                                              

Financial and Insurance Deco Luxury Apartments       Amy Bodden, Property Manager 
 518 Junction Rd                                www.Decomadison.com 
 608-831-3326                                      
  

American Family Insurance                     Mike Kittoe Agency                                         
334 Junction Road                                       mkittoe@amfam.com               
608-827-9788                                                  www.amfam.com           

Associated Bank                                                 Jason S Smith                                      

8040 Excelsior Dr                      Jason.smith@associatedbank.com   
608-259-3774                                  

First Weber Realtors                                     Lena Oberwetter 

608-444-9009                                Oberwetter@firstweber.com                                                                 
       

Edward Jones                            Ryan Jacob – Financial Advisor 
478 Commerce Dr #202                  ryan.jacob@edwardjones.com 
608-833-4855                                             

The Tuscany Apartments on Pleasant View    Jadyn Gullick 
310 Samuel Drive                            Tuscany@galinacos.com 
  608-841-1881                                                    
 

Johnson Bank                           Greg A. Dombrowski, President                                          
525 Junction Rd                                       www.johnsonbank.com 
608-240-1888                                                   

Other 

Old National Bank             Tylor Paucek – Retail Center Manager 
 333 S Westfield Rd                Taylor.paucek@oldnationalbank.com                                                                                  
 

Cat Care Clinic, Ltd.                            608-833-9750                                                                
322 Junction Road                         www.catcareclinic.ne 

 
State Bank of Cross Plains                                       Kelli Acker 
455 S Junction Rd                       Kelli.Acker@crossplainsbank.com                         
 608-826-3506                                    www.crossplainsbank.com                         

   

Grooming Tails Pet Salon                      Kerri Jacobson 
310 Junction Road                    Groomingtailspetsalon@aol.com  
608-841-1470                                           

State Farm Insurance                            Dawn Goplin Agency 
515 Junction Road  
609-662-9900                                            www.dawngoplin.com                                                                                             

The Gialamas Co Inc                             www.gialamas.com                    
8040 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200                    608-836-8000                                                                                                                                       
cathy@gialamas.com 

UW Credit Union                                         Sara Marko, Manager 
278 Junction Road                                               www.uwcu.org 
608-232-5000                                                            
                                          

Madison Gas & Electric                                www.MGE.com    
 
 

 

 Wisconsin Bank & Trust                                  Bridgette Hughes 
8240 Mineral Point Road                             aeggers@thewcb.com                                          
608-203-1225                                                 www.thewcb.com                                                           

Wild Birds Unlimited                                    Bob & Jan Ross    
8402 Old Sauk Road                           www.wbumadison.com 
608-664-1414            
                                   

mailto:randy@rpalders.com
http://www.getbackfast.com/
http://www.dentistrywest.com/
http://www.diamondnailsmadison.com/
mailto:jayec@mrbrewstaphouse.com
http://www.firstchoicedental.com/
http://www.outback.com/
mailto:maria@thefloatfactor.com
mailto:evan@solarenergytan.com
mailto:lratze@charter.net
http://www.yolascafe.com/
http://www.atticangel.org/
http://www.decomadison.com/
mailto:mgard@amfam.com
http://www.amfam.com/
mailto:Jason.smith@associatedbank.com
mailto:Oberwetter@firstweber.com
mailto:ryan.jacob@edwardjones.com
mailto:Tuscany@galinacos.com
http://www.johnsonbank.com/
mailto:Taylor.paucek@oldnationalbank.com
http://www.catcareclinic.ne/
mailto:Kelli.Acker@crossplainsbank.com
http://www.crossplainsbank.com/
mailto:Groomingtailspetsalon@aol.com
http://www.dawngoplin.com/
http://www.gialamas.com/
http://www.uwcu.org/
http://www.mge.com/
mailto:aeggers@thewcb.com
http://www.thewcb.com/
http://www.wbumadison.com/
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JRNA Winter Reading Challenge!  

                      Happy 
Instructions:           Holidays! 

 Finish a line-in any direction 

 !Write your name and address on the bottom of this paper 

 By January 3rd, drop your Bingo sheet at 8409 Castle Pines Drive                                                      

(leave in the folder by the door) or send a picture of your sheet to junctionridge.lfl@gmail.com 

 Wait for the gift on your porch! 
 

B I N G O 
 

Read about 
a different country 
                      

 
Read in your 

pajamas 
 

                       

 
Read a comic 

book 
 

                         

 
Draw a picture of 

a book 
 character 

                           

 
Read a poem 

 
                         

 
Read a book 

that’s part of a 
series 

 

 
Read a non-
fiction book 

 
Visit a different 

Little Free 
Library 

 
Read a book 

that’s been made 
into a movie 

 
Read under a 

blanket 

 
Read to a stuffed 

animal 
 
 

 
Read a favorite 

book 

 
Free Space 

 
Read a biography 

 
Write a short 

story 

 
Read a fairy tale 

 
 
 

 
Complete a 
word puzzle 

 
Read about an 

animal 

 
Read with hot 

cocoa 

 
Read to a 

friend or family 
member 

 
Write about a 
book you read 

 
 

 
Read in bed 

 
Read with a 

flashlight 

 
Read a recipe 

 
Read a 

mystery book 
 

 
 

   Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
  Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
  Contact information (optional): _____________________________________ 

                                                                            

 

mailto:junctionridge.lfl@gmail.com

